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The Atlas of Living Australia 

 

 
 The ALA is a national collaborative research infrastructure supported by the 

Australian Government.  It is led by CSIRO in partnership with the Australian 
biological community. 



What is the ALA?  

• One of several facilities funded by 
the Australian Government for 
national research infrastructure 

 

 

 

• Hosted by  

 

• Enables 
‒ more effective & efficient scientific 

research 

‒ expanded research opportunities 

‒ informing policy & management 

‒ community participation & connection 

‒ education resource 

Australia’s aggregation & access facility for biodiversity data 





Banksia serrata L.f. 

Kingdom: Plantae 

Division: Magnoliophyta 

Family: Proteaceae 

Subfamily: Grevilleoideae 

Tribe: Banksieae 

Subtribe: Banksiinae 

Genus: Banksia L.f. 

Old Man Banksia 

= Isostylis serrata (L.f.) Britten 

Identified as 

Root rot 

Phytophthora cinnamomi 

Pathogen of 

Banksia jewel beetle 

Cyrioides imperialis 

Larvae mine  

stems 

New Holland Honeyeater 

(Phylidonyris novaehollandiae) 

Feeds upon 

nectar 

Biology and 

ecology 

Molecular 

biology 
Distribution 

Literature 

Pollinates 

= Sirmuellera serrata (L.f.) Kuntze 

Saw Banksia 

Biodiversity information 



> AUD $55 million investment 

Partners – founding & beyond 

National Research infrastructure 

Open data, open source, open 

access, open services, open 

infrastructure 

A leading-edge 

collaborative e-infrastructure 

integral to advancing 

biodiversity knowledge 

• 73.9 million records 

• 5,238 data sets 

• 477 spatial layers 

• 12.3 billion records downloaded from 1.4 

million events 

• 1,500 Google Scholar returns 

Data types 
• specimens 

• occurrence  

• images, sounds 

• literature 

• sequences 

• more …… 

System 
• data capture & aggregation 

• data management 

• data discovery 

• data visualisation 

• data analysis & reporting 

ALA – sharing biodiversity knowledge 
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ALA – Our Journey 



• Looking back on the “road to ALA” 

 

• Learnings, reflections, mistakes, thoughts … 

ALA – Our Journey 



• The e-Research Infrastructure 
Director’s Prayer 

 

ALA – Our Journey 

 

May all your problems be technical 



• Never let a biologist write code 

• Communication 

• Collaboration/Connectivity 

• Embrace open data and sharing 

• Decide when to get the negativity out 
of the room 

• Remember why you are doing this 

ALA – Other Learnings 



• Back to achievements 

–Affect on culture 

ALA – Our Journey 



• Never let a biologist write code 

 

ALA – Our Journey 



The Atlas of Living Australia 

 
 
 

It is amazing what you can accomplish 

if you do not care who gets the credit. 

 
Harry S. Truman 

 
 


